
Inside:
Learn how, with this special gift, you can be a voice 
of reason, honor, and determination for veterans.

Open and let Washington know you stand on the 
side of our nation’s heroes.  
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Dear Friend,

 Our troops are coming home from 
a long and intense war. They were there when our country 
needed them ... will YOU be there for them now?

 They left their families ... their schools ... their jobs ... their 
communities to bravely defend us and fight for what is right and just.

 In their absence children were born, families struggled to get by 
in a tough economy; anniversaries, birthdays, holidays and weddings 
were missed.

Since September 11, 2001 when our country was facing one of the 
darkest periods in our history, thousands of Americans have answered 
our country’s call to defend us from future attacks on American soil 
and to defend our freedom and democracy around the world.

 Our troops are finally coming home. They deserve to return to a 
nation grateful for the many sacrifices they have made. But will they?

 As I write this letter, our country is faced with a budget 
crisis. It is clear that America must tighten its belt;  however … 
veterans and military benefits MUST NOT be the first stop in the search 
for budget cuts. 

 But that is exactly where our elected officials are looking. Never 
mind that their budgets are chock-full of pork projects and reckless 
spending. The mere fact that they would consider cutting the benefits 
promised to our troops that so bravely stepped forward and answered 
their country’s call is despicable.

 
Please let me explain ...

The survey I have enclosed illustrates-very simply-what our 
lawmakers in Washington DC are deciding AT THIS VERY MINUTE. Please 

T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n
N a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  •  P O  B o x  3 6 1 6 5 6  •  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I N  4 6 2 3 6

NOW IS THE 

TIME TO ACT!

I have enclosed a special pen. What you choose to do with 
that pen in the next 5 minutes could make the difference 
between our government HONORING the promises it made or 

BETRAYING everything our country stands for.

over p
lease
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use the enclosed pen to fill out this survey.

We must send our politicians in Washington 
a message! We must tell them that we should not 
balance the budget on the backs of our veterans.

Surely you stand with our nation’s 
defenders who deserve a vigorous defense of 
the benefits they have earned through their 

hard service and sacrifice. America made promises to 
them when they left and America always keeps its promise!

The American Legion will NOT stand for it and I hope, as a 
grateful American, you will stand with us and our nation’s veterans 
when we say ... 

WE SHOULD NOT BALANCE THE BUDGET ON THE BACKS OF OUR VETERANS!

Many of our troops are returning home forever changed by the 
horrors of war. Thousands are in military hospitals around our country 
recovering from loss of limbs, traumatic brain injuries, or worse. They 
need their benefits.

 Others suffer emotional and mental scars after spending months and 
sometimes years in war zones.  They will require services when they 
return home ... services that many small communities around our country 
are not equipped to provide. They need their benefits!

 Most will return home in need of a job, others will need 
assistance modifying their homes to accommodate a disability and still 
others will begin or continue their education. They need their benefits!

 Regardless of what era our veterans served … from WWII to the Iraq 
War ... the common thread these American heroes share is that they ask 
for little in return for such huge personal sacrifices.

Won’t you please support our veterans by sending a gift TODAY?

 Your support of an American Legion program such as Operation 
Comfort Warriors will directly benefit our wounded heroes as they 
recover from their injuries. A gift today will help veterans as they 
return home through American Legion programs like Heroes to Hometowns. 
And, The American Legion will continue to fight for our veterans’ 
benefits in Washington! 

I am shocked and outraged that at a time when our nation’s troops 
and veterans need our support the most, our Congress is considering 
making cuts to the benefits they have EARNED.

 Not only is it unjust ... it’s just plain wrong!

 If we cut benefits promised to the thousands of troops who are on 
their way home, what message are we sending to our troops who continue 
to bravely serve our country? 

important

TAL_PenPackage_LETTER.indd   2 3/21/12   2:29 PM



What message are we sending our children and those who will 
someday serve their country? It is clear that by cutting veterans 
benefits we will be causing irreversible and irreparable harm to our 
military capability and our future ability to defend our great nation.

 NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

  The American Legion is hard at work meeting with lawmakers, 
testifying on behalf of our nation’s veterans, standing toe-to-toe 
with those who look to rescind the promises made to our American 
heroes.

 We have a major fight on our hands ... a fight our nation’s  
heroes CANNOT win without your help!

Please complete the survey with the enclosed pen and use the 
convenient reply envelope to return your survey and signed petition. 
Here at The American Legion, we feel a distinct sense of urgency about 
this critical issue. We need to get your survey into the hands of your 
U.S. Senators and U.S. Representative as quickly as possible.

As you complete the survey, please also complete 
the reply form and enclose it in the envelope along 
with your best gift. Our nation’s heroes desperately 
need to know that the people they defend - you 
-  are supporting them in this fight.Please don’t 
delay. Congress is making their budget reduction 
recommendations as we speak. Cuts are necessary – 
there is no doubt about it – but not on the backs of 
our veterans!

Please don’t delay!  Fill out the enclosed 
survey and send it back to me with your very best 
gift. With your support we will continue to be a 
voice of reason, of honor and determination. We 
should balance the budget ... BUT NOT on the backs 

of our veterans.  

  God Bless America,

  William A. Pease
  National Development Director
  The American Legion

PS Please fill out the Spending Cuts Survey and sign the Petition 
for Our Troops with the NOT ON THE BACKS OF OUR VETERANS pen 

I have enclosed.  Make sure you get them in the mail today!  
We must send our politicians in Washington a message!
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X

q	Yes! I have included my completed survey and signed petition.

q	Yes! I would like to help continue to lead the fight to protect 
our troops, and to promote patriotism and traditional values.   
Enclosed is my donation of:

2012 SPENDING CUTS SURVEY       

John Q. Sample, we need to know what’s important to you...

q1
Cut Pork Spending

Cut our Veterans Benefitsq

q2
Cut Tax Loopholes

Cut our Veterans Benefitsq

q3
Cut Foreign Aid

Cut our Veterans Benefitsq

q4
Cut Reckless Spending

Cut our Veterans Benefits

q5
Cut Needless Subsidies

Cut our Veterans Benefitsq

q6
Cut Earmark Projects

Cut our Veterans Benefitsq

Mr. John Q. Sample 
6201 E. 43rd St. 
Tulsa, OK 74135

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

OR

XX  XX  XX  XX  XX  XX

PETITION FOR OUR TROOPS

Our veterans and troops have earned the benefits promised to them when they answered our 
country’s call.  I understand, in these tough economic times, that Congress must make cuts in spending.  

HOWEVER, I believe veterans and military benefits must not be the first stop in the search for 
budget cuts.  Our American heroes deserve a more vigorous defense of the benefits they have earned 
through their sacrifice.  We should balance the budget, but NOT on the backs of our veterans.

Signature        State      Date    

I have included a check.
Please make check payable to: 
The American Legion
Use enclosed envelope to make 
your donation.

See reverse side for donations 
made by credit card.

THE AMERICAN LEGION
P.O. Box 361656
Indianapolis, IN 46236-1656

q

q

XXXXXXXXX-XXXXX-XX

IMPORTANT:

Please return your 

completed survey 

AND your signed 

petition and we will 

send it to your 

U.S. Senators and 

Representatives.

q

Mr. John Q. Sample 
6201 E. 43rd St. 
Tulsa, OK 74135
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q	 I have included a check.
 Please make check payable to:  The American Legion.

q	 Please charge my credit card.

 Card Number: _______________________________________________ Amount: $ ________________

 Signature: __________________________________________________ Expiration Date:  ___________

q	 Please send me information on supporting our veterans with a bequest to The American Legion 
in my will.

q	 I have already included The American Legion in my will.

q          q

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE?

   Processes more than 600 disability claims appeals per month for veterans 
trying to get their VA medical benefits.

   Raises funds to improve the quality of life for active-duty troops, with 
Operation Comfort Warriors.

   Helps families of deployed troops through its Family Support Network and 
Operation Military Family Outreach.

   Awards college scholarships to children whose mothers or fathers have 
sacrificed their lives in the global war on terrorism through The American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund.

   Through its Heroes To Hometowns program, works with communities to 
welcome back their returning veterans and help them make the transition to 
civilian life.

   Urges Congress to provide enough VA funding to take care of veterans’ 
medical needs and authorize appropriations in advance.

   Gives emergency financial assistance to Legion families hit by hurricanes, 
floods, tornadoes and other disasters through The American Legion National 
Emergency Fund.

   Offers community programs that encourage the intellectual and social 
growth of America’s children (Boys State, National Oratorical Competition, 
Junior Shooting Sports, Boy Scouts).

WHAT THE  AMERICAN LEGION DOES

q          q
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Your gift is very much appreciated and may be deductible as a charitable contribution.  Please consult with your tax advisor for additional information.  A copy of our latest financial 
report may be obtained by writing to The American Legion, PO Box 361656, Indianapolis, IN 46236, 317-630-1200.  If you are a resident of one of these states, you may obtain 
financial information directly from the state agency:  FLORIDA – A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE, 1-800-435-7352 (800-HELP-FLA) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. Florida Registration CH2010.   GEORGIA - A full and fair description of the programs of 
The American Legion and our financial statement summary is available upon request at the office and phone number indicated above.  MARYLAND – For the cost of copies and 
postage, Office of the Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD  21401. MISSISSIPPI – The organization’s official registration and financial information may be obtained from 
the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. Registration by the Secretary of State does not imply endorsement. NEW JERSEY – INFORMATION FILED 
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY 
DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/ocp.htm#charity.   REGISTRATION 
WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.   NEW YORK – Office of the Attorney General, Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10271. NORTH CAROLINA – FINANCIAL INFORMATION ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION AND A COPY OF ITS LICENSE ARE AVAILABLE FROM 
THE STATE SOLICITATION LICENSING BRANCH AT 1-888-830-4989. THE LICENSE IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT BY THE STATE. PENNSYLVANIA – The official 
registration and financial information of The American Legion may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. VIRGINIA – Virginia State Office of Consumer Affairs, Department of Agricultural and Consumer Services, PO Box 1163, Richmond, VA  
23218. WASHINGTON – Charities Division, Office of the Secretary of State, State of Washington, Olympia, WA 98504-0422, 1-800-332-4483. WEST VIRGINIA – Residents may 
obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.  Registration with any of these state agencies does 
not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by any state.
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